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AAP Guidelines for Spending Proposals – 2008

The AAP’s new publishing agreement with Taylor & Francis gives it the scope to increase its funding of initiatives that further the aims of the Association. Accordingly, AAP Council invites spending proposals from AAP members under the following three categories: applications for AAP grants, proposals for spending by AAP Council, and proposals for AAP prizes. While the Association may issue other occasional calls for such proposals in future, this is not intended to be an annual process. 

In addition to the assessment criteria stated below, Council may also take into consideration the potential of such proposals to support each other, or to support other AAP activities already in train. In each case, Council's decision will be final and correspondence will not be entered into, beyond the notification of decisions.
Applications (.pdf documents of maximum length 4 pages, with a font size of no less than 12 points) in any of the following three categories should be sent to the AAP’s Executive Officer, Eliza Goddard, elizagoddard@aap.org.au, by 30th November 2008.
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Applications for AAP Grants
AAP members are invited to apply for grants in the range $1,000—$10,000 to support projects that further the aims of the Association.

Applications will be assessed by AAP Council according to the following criteria:

1. Potential to further the purpose of the Association, which is “to promote the study of philosophy in Australasia, and to co-ordinate professional activities.”

2. Breadth of the likely benefit across the Australasian philosophical community.

3. Unavailability of alternative sources of funding sufficient to support the proposed project (or necessity to augment available alternative sources of funding).
4. Applicants’ track record of success in carrying out previous grant-funded projects.

AAP awards will not be made for personal projects of philosophical research, of the kind supported by the ARC and other research funding bodies.

Any funds awarded must be spent, and a report on the project submitted, within 18 months of the date of the award. AAP-funded grant awards and completed project reports will be published on the AAP website.

Proposals for Spending by AAP Council
AAP Council welcomes proposals from AAP members for new initiatives to be undertaken by Council. In recent years, AAP-funded initiatives have included:

· The employment of an Executive Officer.

· Raising the profile of Philosophy in the media, through the provision of support to an AAP Media Officer, and funding a Media Day.

· Redesigning the AAP website.

· Sponsoring events aimed at introducing Philosophy to interested members of the public.

· Research into the status of women in the profession, benchmarking data for Philosophy in Australasia, and employment prospects for Philosophy graduates.

New proposals will be assessed according to the following criteria:

1. Potential to further the purpose of the Association, which is “to promote the study of philosophy in Australasia, and to co-ordinate professional activities.”

2. Breadth of the likely benefit across the Australasian philosophical community.

3. Potential to generate further income to support the aims of the Association.

Proposals for AAP Prizes
The AAP is able, through its association with Taylor and Francis, to support two new prize competitions to reward achievements of relevance to the profession (total support available $2000 per annum). Council welcomes proposals from AAP members for new prizes (annual prizes of between $500 and $1000) to extend the existing range of AAP prizes. The current prizes are:

· The AAP Media Prize for the best philosophical piece published in the popular media in Australasia by a professional philosopher. ($500) 

· The AAP Media Professionals' Award for the best philosophical piece published in the popular media in Australasia by journalists and other media professionals. ($500) 

· The AJP Best Paper Award for the best paper published in the Australasian Journal of Philosophy. ($1000) 
Proposals for new prizes should address the following:

1. What is the proposed title of the prize?

2. How does the prize serve the purpose of the Association in promoting the study of philosophy?

3. What are the proposed criteria for awarding the prize?

4. How will potential recipients for the prize be identified (e.g. nomination by an AAP member, submission of a paper, submission of other evidence)?

5. Because the administration of prizes is onerous, proposals should also explain why it is better to award a new one rather than increase the dollar value or public profile of one or more of the existing prizes.
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